Derby
|| Research
O \a»-:io

School
cation End t

ent Foundation

Teenage Reading
Policy into Practice
Literacy and Oracy

Suppariad by the Educstben Endowment Fousdation



— A
“TINVISIBLT

Directors of Derby Research School

E Universal RISE Literacy Offer

Wocabalary b dcurdational t3 lexrming and srpamen Key Partners & providers
prpis 1o sngage cantidently with the currsuum
AU bewr vy Do r T Froem tel, strechn

ol
OPROTUNTies 1) euplone, - -
| o

chool

Literacy
Review

u DRS Pupil Literacy Review Handbook

_ Spring 2026

Derby
Research
School

o

Supported by the Education Endowment Foundation

Gt

PHIORITY UITERACY

A INVIC IR

Priority Literacy Impact Review

Homepage - Priority Literacy

8 =2

5

SPENCER

ACADEMIES TRUST

Spencer Academies Trust - Home



https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://priorityliteracy.org.uk/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpmgfcxA4/cSo0bB3KRdU_V8iuE4G-pQ/view?utm_content=DAGpmgfcxA4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he92837c9fd
https://www.spencertrust.org.uk/
https://www.spencertrust.org.uk/
https://www.spencertrust.org.uk/

56

(14

Lo

66

66

o6

66

What Year 9 Pupils Told Us About Reading

Their voices show what helps them read, what gets in the way, and why reading, talk and writing need to work together.

WHAT PUPILS VALUE

‘| like conversation and debate...
it makes the class connect more.”

"Tutor is the one time we can
talk about it... Good when we can talk.

‘I put it in a few sentences -
| do that myself.'

'The books we should read should
be ones we are interested in.

‘| enjoy lessons where we can have
conversations and debate because

it makes the class feel more connected.

'When teachers give us time to use
new words rather than just tell us

@
as

@
"

4
L]

eg8

®

the definition, it helps us understand them.

‘| remember words better when
| put them into sentences myself.”

Reading, oracy

and writing are

one connected
process.
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READING understanding WRITING

and meaning
making.

Pupils thrive when reading is connected to talk and when language is
rehearsed, explored and used. When these elements are separated,
reading becomes harder, less meaningful and less enjoyable.
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Sometimes teachers just give us
a word and a definition, but we still

don't really understand what it means.

Cold calling can feel as though
teachers are trying to catch you out
rather than help you.

If you struggle with reading in
front of others, it can make you
feel uncomfortable or embarrassed.

Reading can feel emotional
because people judge you.

Reading can feel overwhelming
when there is too much text

all at once.
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Curriculum and Assessment The reading framework The writing framework Voice21-Student-Friendly-Oracy-Framework-Final.pdf

Review final report: Building a
world-class curriculum for all
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IMPROVING LITERACY IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
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SARAM GREEN

L E n D I N G Before reading During reading After reading
Choose and prepare the text carefully Explicit Reading fluency strategies Structured reflection
L I I E R A C Y »  Consider whether the text is interesting and appropriately |ngr!!gign Think about how you will support pupils to read with Provide opportunity for puplls to reflect
pitched, and whether there might be any sensitive issues to accuracy, automaticity and prosody... on their own reading and make
Wit Evaty Scheol ond Truss explore beforehand connections.
loader Naads 1o Know »  Consider the knowledge will students bring to the text, and what #  Use guided oral reading to modei expert reading aloud
will they gain from it Modelllng of | ~ Provide ozonunn:s (f;:frf repeated reading :f short Contiiiae
»  Provide students with a physical and accessible, high quality copy strat texts —reading with a different purpose each tme
egy . ing st
of text (clarity of font, size, spacing etc) — avold overuse of PPT ~  Optimise opportunities for all pupils to read aloud - 7 “:T?‘“"b" O" feading suienie
slides to share longer text (1 do) use assisted reading strategies like choral reading. echo Sna Wy °"°‘d. goals
~  Read the text in advance, prepare It and know it well reading, reader’s theatre and paired reading i . tt :.he:com e ;l:::plh » "
» ldentify potential academic challenges and how to mediate these ~  Avoid use of popcorn or round robin reading :::nf:;(mo ety
» :lIan' TA targeted support and share the text with them before Reading comer 9 g'es »  Text-to-Text: encourage puplls to make
ol Rt - S . connections 1o other texts they have
Activate prior knowle dge Use metacognitive reciprocal reading strategies, when riad
»  Provide opportunity to explore what pupils already know about BPPEOpYINS, S Mk pugis; ahd o #  Text-to-World: encourage pupils 1o
. ! ‘ the context, topic or vacabulary Guided » Update and make new predictions consider connections to real life
— — — — » Use concept images/video to contextualise as a stimulus for pl’ﬁCﬂO& » Question the text as well as encouraging pupils to ask
Th e the racy CO a Ch S ara h G ree structured talk or writing before reading (we dO) westoor:- Who? When? What? Where? Why? How? | Dlsclpllnary wrltlng stratogles
wonder if
Provide opportunity for ilstoa
Pre-teach vocabularv »  Clarify understanding - unfamiliar vocabulary, wider d p':;o h vl :up di PPl
»  Select tier 2 vocabulary that is crucial to understanding the text knowledge and more subtie ideas and consolidate their understanding.
~  Plan how you might explore etymology and morphology to help ~  Summarise ideas and key messages as reading takes
pupils make connections/schema place For example...
~ Incorporate low-stakes quizzes and retrieval practice #  Through summarising key points from
7 Use ’know it, heard it, never heard it’ grids Disdplinary reading strategis N the text S—
Text type & make predictions emind pupils to read in your subject... backwards planning and use of graphic
#  Discuss the text type, intended audience and purpose. lndepelrdent » Consider how you will support pupils to think and read organisers
» Consider what the text’s features make the reader think about, practice like 2 subject expert #  Applying new vocabulary in writing
wander and question - explore with pupils (you do) » Incorporate text-marking, highlighting and annotation »  Writing an academic response
Set ghoals :or readin? h di S ! N i thev d Think about how you might use formative assessment
r S ‘aret e purpose of the reading with pupils — what will they do during fing to make in-the- nt adaptations.
with the new knowledge?
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A Teacher’s Guide to Dialogic Reading & Think-Aloud Scaffolds

. BEFORE RE

NG

ACTIVATE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
* What do we already know about this?
* What does this make us think about?
* What might we need to know?

I see... | think... | wonder...

| already know that...

SET PURPOSE & GOALS

¢ Why are we reading this?

* What might we learn?

* What will help us understand it?
I think this text will help me to...

MAKE PREDICTIONS

+ What do you think might happen?
* What questions do you have?

| predict that... because...

| wonder whether...

PRE-TEACH VOCABULARY
* Have you heard this word before?
* What could it mean in this text?
* What other words are important?

| think this word means... because...

TEXT TYPE & PURPOSE

* What type of text is this?

* Who is the intended audience?

* What features might we see?

This is a ... text. | think the author wants...

THE GOAL

To develop confident, curious readers who ask questions,
think deeply and make meaningful connections.

Powerful questions. Purposeful talk. Deeper understanding.

EXPLICIT
INSTRUCTION

MODELLING OF
STRATEGY
(1DO)

.

GUIDED PRACTICE
(WE DO)
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INDEPENDENT
PRACTICE
(YOU DO)
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ACTIVATE

Build background
knowledge

DURING READING

ASK QUESTIONS

¢ What are you wondering?

¢ Who...? What...? Why...? When...?

* What do you want to know more about?

| wonder if... I'm not sure why...

CLARIFY UNDERSTANDING

» What is confusing?

¢ Does that make sense?

* What does this word/phrase mean?
Oh, | get it now... because...

VISUALISE

* What can you picture in your mind?
¢ What does it look like?

* What do you notice?

I can see... | imagine...

EMPATHISE

* How might this character feel?

* Why do they feel that way?

* What would you do in their place?
I think they might feel... because...

REVISIT IDEAS & PREDICTIONS
* Would you change your prediction?
* What new questions do you have?

* What have you learnt so far?

At first | thought... but now I think...

MAKE INFERENCES

+ What clues does the text give us?

« What can we infer from this?

* What does this tell us?

The words suggest... | think this means...

ENGAGE

Talk, question and
clarify thinking
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UNDERSTAND

Make meaning
and infer

AFTER READING

SUMMARISE

* What were the main ideas?
* What happened in the text?
* What is the key message?

The key thing here is...

TEXT-TO-SELF
» Does this remind you of anything?
¢ How does this relate to you?

This made me think about...

TEXT-TO-TEXT
» Does this remind you of another text?
* How is it similar or different?

This reminds me of...

TEXT-TO-WORLD

* How does this connect to real life?
¢ Why is this important?

This is similar to...

This connects to...

RESPOND & EXTEND

* What did you like / not like? Why?
* What would you ask the author?
» What else would you like to know?

I think... | wonder... | would like to...

£

APPLY

Connect, reflect and
extend learning
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Reading builds knowledge The impact o School
Through purposeful reading, pupils develop vocabulary, >
build background knowledge and encounter new ideas. )
This provides the foundation for understanding. 3 '}'_ Deeper learning
§L> Pupils know more and
J/ remember more.

Talk develops thinking

High-quality talk enables pupils to explain ideas, listen >
to others and challenge thinking. This deepens

understanding and builds confidence. /J = . .
[]l | ronger literacy supports

\L success across the
curriculum.

Writing secures understandin
=) @ g

_/> Through writing, pupils organise and connect ideas, >
o J clarify their thinking and communicate their

understanding effectively.

Better outcomes

o) Ready for the future
0~0

@ Pupils develop the skills

to think critically and
communicate confidently.
When reading, talk and writing are intentionally connected,
pupils develop the knowledge, language and thinking
they need to thrive.
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